
Old envelopes and postcards from postal history collec-

tions are a source of genealogical information.1 This 

paper presents seven old envelopes and postcards from 

North Dakota with key genealogical data on the sender 

and recipient (when available) to introduce the Phila-

telic Genealogy website and database (http://

philgen.org). The website was launched in March 2009 

to begin building a digital archive of envelope and post-

card images with genealogical value and to promote an 

exchange between postal history collectors and genealo-

gists. The site has grown to more than 1,250 envelopes 

and postcards. Every item includes a photograph (used 

with the owner's permission) and U.S. census or similar 

details on the sender and/or recipient. The website cur-

rently has 22 envelopes and postcards sent to/from 

North Dakota. 

Finding a European immigrant's birthplace can be diffi-

cult. An address or a postmark can provide a clue. 

Henry Buehner of Bailey, North Dakota sent an enve-

lope to Münster, Westphalia, Germany in 1909 (search 

on Philgen.org for Buehner). A Henry Buehner, from 

Germany, is in Dunn 

County (where Bailey is 

located) in the 1910 U.S. 

census2 and is shown as 

being from Westphalia, 

Germany in the 1920 U.S. 

census.3 A Henry Buehner 

appears in an online fam-

ily tree with the birth-

place of his wife and two 

of their children shown as 

Munster, Westphalia, 

Germany.4 The envelope, 

by itself, could have been 

a starting point to search 

for the Buehner family 

home in Europe. As with any source of genealogical 

information, an old envelope must be used in combina-

tion with other sources before reaching any conclusion. 

This envelope, for sale for $25, and the other items dis-

cussed in this article, for $10, $15 or $30 each, were 

found on a postal history vendor website that has given 

permission to Philgen.org to use more than 150 pictures 

of envelopes and postcards sent to/from North Dakota.5 

Two other envelopes sent from North Dakota may point 

to the writer's home before coming to the U.S.   An en-

velope from the office of Leutz & McClure of Taylor, 

North Dakota was sent to Wilhelm Leutz of Heilbronn, 

Germany in 1901. See Figure 1. A Herman Leutz, from 

Germany, is in Taylor in the 1920 U.S. census.6 The 

shared family name of the sender and the recipient in-

creases the possibility of a family connection. Ole Olsen 

Sand of Kindred, North Dakota wrote to Gerda Nielsen 

in Eidsvoll, Norway in 1929 (search on Philgen.org for 

Kindred).  An Ole Sand, from Norway, is in Davenport 

Township (where Kindred is located) in the 1930 U.S. 

census.7 These items do not necessarily involve the per-

son's place of origin, but may be worth pursuing if other 

information is not available. 

An envelope sent within the U.S. may provide a clue 

regarding an earlier place of residence within the coun-

try. E. C. Rice of Mandan, North Dakota sent an enve-

lope to Mrs. Eliza Smith in Avoca, New York in 1900 

(search Philgen.org for Mandan). An Ezekiel Rice, from 

New York, 60 years old, is in Mandan in the 1900 U.S. 

census8 and an Eliza Smith, 51 years old, a widow, is in 

Avoca in the 1900 U.S. census.9 An Ezekial C. Rice, 19 

years old, and an Eliza Rice, 11 years old, are together 

in Howard, New York (about six miles southeast of 

Avoca) in the 1860 U.S. census.10 It appears that Eze-

kial C. Rice was writing to his sister in 1900 and that 

he lived in Howard, New York 

before coming to Mandan. 

The text on a postcard sent 

within the U.S. can clearly 

indicate a family relationship. 

Mrs. Frances Hardebeck of 

Napoleon, Indiana received a 

postcard from Mrs. T. Mehring 

postmarked in Edmunds, 

North Dakota in 1915 (search 

Philgen.org for Hardebeck). A 

Frances Hardebeck is in Jack-

son Township, Indiana (which 

contains Napoleon) in the 1920 

U.S. census11 and a Theresia 

(Mrs. Frank) Mehring, born in Indiana, is in Walters 

Township (adjacent to Edmunds) in the 1920 U.S. cen-

sus.12 The postcard text begins ―Dear Cousin.‖ An 

online family tree shows that Frances (Herbert) Harde-

beck and Theresia (Herbert) Mehring were both grand-

daughters of Gerhard Henry Herbert and each a daugh-

ter of different sons of Gerhard Henry Herbert, and 

thus first cousins.13 

Mrs. B. H. Burg of Lawrence, Washington received a 

postcard postmarked in Flora, North Dakota in 1909 

(search Philgen.org for Maddock). The postcard text 

begins ―Kjære soster Mari‖ (Dear Sister Mary, in Nor-

wegian) and it has a return address, difficult to read, of 

―Mr. O.[?] J. Kopp..dal, Mettock, ND.‖ A Mary (Mrs. 
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Figure 1. 1901 envelope from Taylor, North Dakota to Heilbronn, 

Germany (Photograph courtesy of Jim Forte Postal History)  
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Ben H.) Burg, 44 years-old (and thus born circa 1866), 

with four children born in North Dakota, is in What-

com County, Washington (where Lawrence in located) 

in the 1910 U.S. census,14 and an Ole J. Kopperdahl is 

in South Viking Township, North Dakota (near Flora 

and Maddock) in the 1910 U.S. census.15 A Ben H. and 

Mary Berg, with four children, plus a ―George Copper-

dehl,‖ are in Viking, North Dakota in the 1900 U.S. 

census.16 An online family tree shows that Ole J. Kop-

perdahl had a sister Mari born in 1866.17 This post-

card, which has a photograph of the ―Old Settlers Pic-

nic – Viking, N.D.,‖ appears to have been sent by a 

brother to his sister who has moved to Washington 

state. 

Miss Ethel Hoffmeister of Wabasha, Minnesota re-

ceived a postcard from Stone, North Dakota in 1909 

(search on Philgen.org for Hoffmeister). An Ethel Hof-

meister, single, is in Wabasha in the 1910 U.S. cen-

sus.18 The postcard text begins ―Dear coz‖ and is signed 

Edith. The sender has not yet been identified. 

I hope this article has shown you several types of ge-

nealogical information available from postal history. In 

addition to place of origin and family connections 

within the U.S., other envelopes and postcards show 

our ancestors' political and social interests, military 

service, work, and recreation.19 Many more envelope 

and postcard photos involving North Dakota residents 

are available and most have not yet been placed on 

Philgen.org. Postal history being sold on the Internet, 

at stamps shows, and in auction catalogs is classified 

by its stamps and postmarks. The purpose of 

Philgen.org is to make postal history accessible to ge-

nealogists by identifying the senders and recipients of 

envelopes and postcards. Anyone interested in helping 

to add North Dakota envelopes and postcards to the 

website is invited to contact the author. Photographs 

and data posted for each item will be credited to the 

person and/or their genealogical or philatelic associa-

tion. 
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