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Civil War Envelopes of Connecticut

by James R. Miller

Envelopes sent during the Civil War are vivid evidence of our ancestors’ military 
service. Old envelopes in postal history collections are a largely untapped source 
of genealogical information. This paper presents six envelopes sent to or from 
Connecticut with basic genealogical details on the senders and recipients. Three 
envelopes are from philatelic auction catalogs and two are from a book on Civil 
War postal history from which Philgen.org has permission to use photographs; the 
author purchased one envelope from a postal history vendor.[1] All locations are 
in Connecticut except as noted. As with any source of genealogical information, 
envelopes must be studied in combination with other sources before reaching a 
conclusion. 

Mrs. Hiram Eddy of West Winstead 
[sic] received an envelope postmarked 
in Richmond, Virginia, and Louisville, 
Kentucky, on 6 August 1861 (Figure 1). 
“Libby Prison Richmond Va” is written 
vertically on the right. Fannie (apparently 
Mrs. Hiram) Eddy is in North Canaan 
(fifteen miles northwest of Winsted) in 
the 1860 census, with Hiram Eddy shown 
as a Congregational minister.[2] Hiram 
Eddy enlisted as a chaplain with the 2nd 
Connecticut Infantry on 15 July 1861. His 
regiment fought at the Battle of Bull Run 
on 21 July 1861, where he was separated 
from the regiment and captured on 26 July 1861.[3] The regiment’s enlistment 
ended after ninety  days on 7 August 1861, but Hiram Eddy remained a prisoner 
until July 1862.[4] He survived the war and lived until 1893; his wife Frances 
(Adam) Eddy lived until 1910; both are buried in North Canaan with Hiram 
Eddy’s war service noted on his gravestone.[5] Regular mail delivery between the 
U.S. and the Confederate States of America ended in June 1861; this envelope 
was carried by the Adams Express Company, which continued their service until 
26 August 1861.[6] Typescript transcriptions of Hiram Eddy’s Civil War diary and 
letters are at the Connecticut Historical Society.[7]

Louisa Ingham of New Haven received an envelope postmarked 23 May 1862 
in New Orleans, Louisiana (Figure 2). “From the 13th Conn Vol[unteer]s” is 
written vertically on the right. Louisa (apparently Mrs. George) Ingham is in 
New Haven in the 1860 census followed by George W. Ingham, who appears  

Figure 1. 1861 envelope from 
Richmond, Va. to West Winsted via 
Louisville, Ky. (Photograph courtesy 
of Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auc-
tions, Sale 29, Lot 3894).
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with his apparent wife and son, Sarah and Frederic Ingham.[8] George and Louisa 
Ingham and their apparent son George are in Orange in the 1850 census.[9] George 
W. Ingham enlisted as a private in the 13th Connecticut Infantry on 2 October 
1861. This regiment occupied New Orleans on 1 May 1862, and remained nearby 
until October 1862.[10] George W. suffered a severe abdominal wound on 14 April 
1863 at the Battle of Irish Bend in southern Louisiana.[11] He survived his wound, 
but is shown in an online family tree as dying on 26 November 1864.[12] Sarah 
and Fred Ingham, George W. Ingham’s apparent wife and son, are in Cheshire 
without George in the 1870 and 1880 censuses, shown as mother and son, and 
Sarah as a widow, in 1880.[13] George W. Ingham appears on an 1879 roll of honor 
in Cheshire, and Sarah Ingham filed for a widow’s pension in 1890.[14] A cut-out 
label with a U.S. flag, a Daniel Webster quotation on preserving the Union, and 
“Stand by the Flag” is pasted on the envelope. The envelope was sent “Care of 
Sheldon Hitchcock.” He is shown in an 1862 New Haven directory as a boot 
maker at 255 Congress Avenue, and George Ingham, Louisa’s apparent husband, 
is shown as a shoemaker at 352 Congress Avenue.[15] This envelope was probably 
sent by a son to his mother.

Miss Leila F. Blodgett of Hartford received a “Prisoner of War Letter” from 
“John B. Clapp, Adjutant, 16th Ct” postmarked in Old Point Comfort, Virginia, 
on 18 July [1864] (Figure 3). “June 5th [18]64” is written vertically on the left. 
Leila F. Blodgett is in Hartford in the 1860 census, the apparent daughter of 

Figure 2. 1862 envelope from New Orleans, La. to New Haven, 
with paste-on label showing a U.S. flag, a Daniel Webster quo-
tation, and “Stand by the Flag.” (Photograph courtesy of James 
W. Milgram, M.D., Federal Civil War Postal History, p. 263.
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Roswell Blodgett.[16] John B. Clapp of 
Wethersfield enlisted as a sergeant with the 
16th Connecticut Infantry on 21 July 1862, 
and was promoted to adjutant on 9 January 
1863.[17] Clapp was taken prisoner; this 
envelope was sent from Camp Oglethorpe 
in Macon, Georgia, a Confederate prison for 
Union officers.[18] Clapp survived the 
war and married Leila F. Blodgett on 
17 September 1867.[19] He is shown in 
an 1867 Hartford directory as working 
for R. F. Blodgett and Company. John 
B. and Leila F. Clapp are in Hartford 
in the 1870 U.S. census.[20] Leila (Blodgett) Clapp lived until 1893 and John 
B. Clapp until 1899; both are buried in Hartford with John Beadle Clapp’s war 
service noted on his gravestone.[21] This envelope was sent by a soldier to his 
future wife. The envelope was sent without a stamp and is marked “Due 6 [cents 
postage].” “Via Flag of Truce” is written in the lower left; the envelope probably 
passed through the Union-Confederate exchange point near Old Point Comfort, 
Virginia.[22] “Ex WSS,” written in the upper left, indicates the letter was examined 
by a Confederate censor.

Figure 3. 1864 “Prisoner of War Letter” 
from Camp Oglethorpe, Macon, Ga. to 
Hartford. (Photograph courtesy of Schuyler 
Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, Sale 32, Lot 
1335).

Figure 4. 1862 envelope from Ship Island, Miss. to 
Plymouth Hollow. (Photograph courtesy of Schuyler 
Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, Sale 47, Lot. 1638).
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Joel Green of Plymouth Hollow received an envelope postmarked “Ship Island, 
Miss[issippi], Apr. 14 [1862]” (Figure 4). Joel and John B. Green, apparently 
father and son, are in Plymouth in the 1860 census.[23] “Soldiers letter, P. T. 
Claffee, Adj[utant] 9th C[onnecticut] V[olunteers]” is written vertically on the 
left. John B. Green enlisted as a corporal in the 9th Connecticut Infantry on 10 
January 1861.[24] The 9th Connecticut left Boston, Massachusetts on 25 November 
1861 and arrived at Ship Island on 3 December 1861.[25] The regiment fought in 
Mississsippi in April 1862 and occupied New Orleans on 1 May 1862.[26] Green 
died from chronic diarrhea on 16 or 17 August 1862 and was buried at Monument 
Cemetery in New Orleans.[27] This envelope was probably sent by a son to his 
father. Patrick T. Claffee, who signed the envelope, enlisted as sergeant major 
with the 9th Connecticut on 9 September 1861 and was promoted to 1st lieutenant 
on 18 May 1862.[28] He died in service on 5 October 1862; his wife Mary T. 
Claffee filed for a widow’s pension on 17 November 1862.[29] 

An envelope postmarked in 
Suffield on 11 May [1863] was 
sent to Francis E. Hastings of 
“Co[mpany] G 22d Reg[iment] 
C[onnecticu]t Vol[unteers]” 
(Figure 5). Francis E. Hastings 
is in Suffield in the 1850 and 
1860 censuses, the apparent son 
of Samuel and Eliza Hastings.[30] 
Francis E. Hastings enlisted in

Company G, 22nd Connecticut 
Infantry on 25 August 1862; his 
regiment was in Washington, 

D.C. in April 1863 and coastal Virginia in May 1864.[31] Francis Hastings survived 
the war and was mustered out of service with his regiment on 7 July 1863.[32] He 
married about 1868, lived until 1926, and is buried in Suffield.[33] A member of 
Francis Hasting’s family may have sent this envelope.

An envelope postmarked in New Canaan on 10 July [1865] was sent to Arza 
Raymond of “Co[mpany] H 17th Reg[imen]t C[onnecticut] V[olunteers]” in 
St. Augustine, Florida, and then “Forwarded” to New Canaan. (Figure 6) Arza 
Raymond is in New Canaan in the 1850 census; he enlisted in the 17th Connecticut 
Infantry on 7 August 1862 as a private.[34] The regiment fought at Chancellorsville 
and Gettysburg and then went to South Carolina in August 1863.[35] The regiment 
moved to Jacksonville, Florida, in February 1865, and was in St. Augustine in 
April-June 1865.[36] Arza Raymond was discharged on 19 July 1865 in Hilton 

Figure 5. 1863 envelope from Suffield to a 22nd 

Connecticut Infantry soldier in Washington, D.C. 
(Photograph from the author’s collection).



 THE CONNECTICUT NUTMEGGER © DECEMBER 2013                                           Page 225                         

Head, South Carolina.[37] He is in New Canaan, apparently married, in the 1870 
census.[38] Arza Raymond lived until 4 July 1926.[39] A member of Arza Raymond’s 
family may have sent this envelope.

Millions of old envelopes and postcards await discovery by genealogists. This 
article shows how old envelopes document our ancestors’ Civil War service. Other 
envelopes and postcards illustrate where our ancestors lived before coming to the 
United States, where family members lived in the United States, social and political 
interests, work, travel and everyday life.[40] Anyone may add a photograph of an 
envelope or postcard with its owner’s permission to Philgen.org by contacting the 
author. Photographs and data posted for each item will be credited to the person 
and/or their genealogical, historical, or philatelic association.
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