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Figure 4 1918 postcard from a U.S. Army
lieutenant to Chicago, Illinois with sender’s
military unit, censor’s stamp and signature, and

military postmark
(Photograph courtesy of alexandero5829, an eBay® vendor)

The postcard has a censor's stamp and was initially
censored by the sender, which was permitted because
he was an officer'’. The “DC” in his signature as
censor on the postcard probably indicates that he
served in the Dental Corps®. Maitland V. Shaver's
veteran status is shown in the 1930 U.S. census. This
postcard was for sale on eBay® with a starting bid of
$6 by a vendor who has given Philgen.org permission
to use his photographs.
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Figure 5 1918 envelope from Camp Shelby,
Mississippi to Lockport, Illinois with sender’s

military unit and U.S. flag illustration
Photograph courtesy of Jim Forte Postal History

Mrs. Carson Reed of Lockport, Illinois received
an envelope from “S. Reed, Hq. Co. [Headquarters
Company], 139" F.A. [Field Artillery]” in August
1918.[Figure 5] A Katherine (Mrs. Carson) Reed and
her son Stephen A. are in Lockport in the 1920 U.S,
census at the street address written on the envelope?!.
The envelope, illustrated with two U.S. flags, was

sent from Camp Shelby, Mississippi, which opened
in 1917 and is probably where Stephen Reed received
his military training®. Stephen Reed's veteran status
is shown in the 1930 U.S. census®. This envelope
was found for sale for $10 by a postal history vendor
who has given permission to Philgen.org to use
photos from his website.

This article shows how old postcards and
envelopes document and let us glimpse our ancestor's
wartime experience. The military rank, serial and
unit numbers, unit type, and locations written on
these postcards and envelopes may help in finding
additional information on their military service,
and fill gaps due to lost World War I records®. One
postcard provided military service information
reported incorrectly in the 1930 U.S. census. Anyone
interested in philatelic genealogy and in adding
Illinois envelopes and postcards to the Philgen.org
website is encouraged to contact the author®.
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